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Inside this issue: 

òGet Involvedó 

What does that mean? 

And How? One project 

that HRVRC has been 

involved in and repre-

sents our work as being a 

catalyst for effective citi-

zen involvement is the 

Hood River Bridge Pro-

ject. 

Its origins can be traced 

to a Bicycle Forum organ-

ized by the Columbia 

Gorge Earth Center in 

the dark, cold days of late 

2008 when about 40 

hearty bicyclistõs met. 

They discussed the chal-

lenges and opportunities 

around bicycle commut-

ing in the Gorge. One 

challenge they repeatedly 

voiced frustration about: 

the Hood River Bridge. 

With 12,000+ drivers per 

day, thereõs no bicycle 

lane and virtually zero public transportation options. 

With strong support and leadership from Mayor Babitz, 

HRVRC and the Port co-funded a study on transit op-

tions for the bridge that was pivotal in forming a work-

ing group of people from the city, county and non-profits 

who today are seeking funding for a pilot seasonal public 

transit option between Hood River, Bingen and White 

Salmon. 

Funding hasnõt materialized - yet. But inertia is on our 

side. And it all started with citizens speaking up. 

If you are wondering how to òget involved,ó consider at-

tending and participating in one of HRVRC public edu-

cational forums in 2010. Weõll cover topics including 

wind power, public health and its relationship to the 

built environment, and farmingõs future. 

Jonathan Graca, Executive Director 

Letter from the Executive Director 

March 2010 

Have Your Cake and Support HRVRC Too! 
The $95 price includes one chocolate mousse dome 

cake to decorate and take home (serves ten), a one 

year membership to HRVRC and some savory re-

freshments. Class limit 10.  Register through HR 

Community Education.  Call 541-386-2055.   Polly 

Wood 

Although Polly's Cakes officially closed 

in 2008, the fun lives on when she 

teaches a class.  April 3rd will be the 

next class in her series of cake decorat-

ing "From the Basics to the Unex-

pected," and offered as a fundraiser for 

HRVRC.  Dome shaped cakes which are 

easy to build, frost and a blast to deco-

rate will be the goal. You will find that 

cake is just another medium for artistic 

expression and you can lick your fin-

gers!   Held at the Hood River Middle 

School Home Ec. room from 12-4 PM. 



Lend a Hand  
¶ Tuesday, March 2nd 

òTAPPEDó film at 7pm at 

Columbia Arts. 

¶ Monday, March 29th,  

at 7pm at Columbia Arts ~ 

Feeding the Future with Mi-

chael Ableman. HRVRC is 

partnering with The History 

Museum and Gorge Grown 

to kick off the Farm Life 

Exhibit at the museum with 

this world class author and 

lecturer.   

¶ Saturday, April 3rd,   

Cake Designing with Polly 

of Pollyõs Cakes.  A fund-

raiser for HRVRC 

¶ Sunday, May 16th  

2010 ROV (Ride Around 

Our Valley) 

¶ Saturday, Septem-

ber 25th ~ Hood River 

Harvest Ride 

¶ TBD: Wind Forum 

with Columbia Gorge 

Earth Center 

At present, the board of directors 

has decided to not take a stance on 

the Middle Mountain wind project. 

While visual impacts are a known, 

noise and environmental studies 

will not be complete until late 2010. 

We plan to await these studies be-

fore formally supporting or opposing 

the project. 

HRVRC Concerns 

Visual: Wind turbines could mire 

iconic Mount Hood views. 

Environmental: Wind energy 

would result in impacts to forest, 

wildlife and heavy energy invest-

ments in the construction and 

transportation of turbines. Also, 

construction of six turbines in Hood 

River County does not translate 

directly into removal of òdirtieró 

energy. 

Future turbines: This is the 

òcamels nose under the tentó con-

cern. If six are allowed, it could be a 

slippery slope towards more ma-

chines. 

Economic: Projects often cost more 

than projected. 

However, HRVRC is supportive of 

the county investigating alternative 

energy sources for revenue. We rec-

ognize the shortfall in the county 

general fund budget is substantial 

and the increasing revenue gap 

would profoundly impact citizens. 

Educational Forum: HRVRC and 

Columbia Gorge Earth Center will 

host a public educational forum in 

2010 to foster enhanced under-

standing of the local and regional 

understanding of the wind debate.  

The theme: òHow do you envision a 

sustainable Hood River and does 

wind power play a part?ó 

Jonathan Graca  

òCitizen Involvementó is the first goal of Oregonõs 

unique land use planning system.  One way that 

HRVRC implements Statewide Planning Goal 1 is 

by monitoring  land use development applications 

submitted to the city and county. 

The process starts when HRVRC receives notice of 

a land use application pending before the city or 

county.  State law mandates that cities and coun-

ties provide public notice and opportunity to com-

ment on all land use applications subject to quasi-

judicial decision making.  A òquasi-judicialó deci-

sion considers whether the facts of a particular 

Volunteer Coordinator and 

Kym would love to hear from 

you.   

Consider signing up now to 

volunteer with our Hood 

River Harvest Ride on Sept. 

25th.  Last year ride volun-

teers reported, òthe event was 

great fun.ó Contact Kym at 

541-386-5153. 

application satisfy pre-established criteria, and that con-

sideration involves some discretion.   

Land use attorney Isa Anne Taylor monitors the city and 

countyõs application by reading notices, reviewing appli-

cation materials, discussing applications with planners, 

attending public hearings, and submitting written com-

ments on select applications.   

Monitoring allows HRVRC to keep a òpulseó on land de-

velopment in the valley and pro-actively interact with the 

professional city and county planners that administer 

our land use regulations. 

Be Part of HRVRC Sponsored Events in 2010 

Middle Mountain 

Monitoring 
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As a non-profit organiza-

tion, HRVRC depends 

upon the generous support 

of our volunteers to sus-

tain an array of educa-

tional programs, monitor-

ing and general adminis-

trative duties.  We hope 

you will join us in helping 

Hood River Valley grow 

with care.   

Kym Zanmiller has been 

serving as our ôvolunteerõ 



This program features farmer, au-

thor and photographer Michael 

Ableman whose most recent book 

published in 2005, òFields of 

Plenty,ó revolutionized peopleõs per-

ception of farming and food sources. 

In the face of a fast-food nation, a 

growing community of organic farm-

ers and food artisans are producing 

sustainable nourishment that is 

respectful to the land and rich in 

heritage, flavor and passion.  Come 

hear their storyétold by one of 

their own. 

Even if you donõt understand what 

organic is all about, you will want to 

hear what Michael has to say about 

our food sources amidst a changing 

economy and world culture. 

SPONSORS:  This timely program 

is made possible by the sponsorship 

of several local organizations in-

cluding:  The History Museum of 

Hood River County, Hood River 

Valley Residents Committee 

with funding from Community 

Health Priorities and 

Gorge Grown. 

MARK THE DATE:  

March 29th at 7pm at 

Columbia Center for 

the Arts located at 

215 Cascade Ave. in 

Hood River.   

There will be a recep-

tion at The History Museum at 

5:30pm to kick off Farm Life ð A 

Century of Change for Farm Fami-

lies and Their Neighbors.  Tickets 

are $10 available at Waucoma 

Bookstore, The History Museum 

and at the door.  Plan on stopping 

by the museum to see the Farm Life 

exhibit. 

The History Museum of Hood River 

County is hosting a National Endow-

ment for the Humanities (NEH) ex-

hibit titled Farm Life: A Century of 

Change for Farm Families and 

Their Neighbors, from March 25 

acquire 120 acres near Government 

Camp and the USFS would acquire 

about 800 acres on the north side of 

Mt. Hood including the Inn at Coo-

per Spur.  Also Meadows would re-

linquish their permit to operate the 

1400 acre Cooper Spur Ski Area to 

the USFS.  HRVRC and the Cooper 

Spur Wild and Free Coalition (13 

environmental and recreation 

groups) have worked for years to 

March 30, 2009 President Obama 

signed the Omnibus Public Lands 

Management Act which included 

Wilderness protection for areas 

around Mt. Hood, The Columbia 

Gorge, Copper Salmon, Soda Moun-

tain, Spring Basin and the Bad-

lands.  The Mt. Hood section of the 

Bill includes the land trade between 

Mt. Hood Meadows and the USFS. 

This trade would allow Meadows to 

protect the Tilly Jane area and the 

forests on the north side of Mt. Hood 

from resort development.  The Bill 

gave the USFS 16 months to com-

plete the trade.  A recent USFS brief-

ing paper (Feb 2010) on the Land 

Trade estimates completion of this 

trade in Aug 2011.   Our group will 

continue to monitor the process and 

work to assure completion of the 

trade.  Mike McCarthy  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Feeding the Future:  Stories and Images from 

the New Frontiers of Food and Agriculture 

Mt. Hood Wilderness Bill Update 

tap root in order to bloom again the 

following spring. It is especially well 

adapted to this place, the soil, the cli-

mateéitõs a true native.  Itõs worth qui-

etly observing and learning from the 

native plants, animals and people 

so we can live in harmony with this 

wonderful place, which so many of 

us transplants now call home. Join 

us this spring for our fun and edu-

cational events including the an-

nual bike Ride-Around Our Valley 

May 16th. As Steven Covey says in his 7 

Habits book, òSeek First to Understand, 

Then to be Understoodó.   

Peter Cornelison  

 

As winterõs grip loosens on the Hood 

River Valley, signs of spring are appear-

ing. My personal indicator is the 6ó long 

lomatium root (desert parsley) I planted 

several years ago in hard soil in our 

yard. Each year I consider its reappear-

ance a miracle. While the plant appears 

to die off during the heat of summer,  it 

is in fact busy storing energy in its long 
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Promoting a Livable Community 

Hood River Valley Residents Committee 

P.O. Box 1544 

Hood River, OR 97031 

541-490-3618 

Does it ever seem to you that each new day goes by faster than the one before?  Within the blink of an eye, years fly 

by.  Everything around you seems to be changingéexcept the priorities and values you hold close to your heart. 

If you knew there was one important document that could pass on these cherished values to your loved ones and pro-

tect the people and organizations you care about, wouldnõt you want to take advantage of it?  All of this can be accom-

plished through your will or living trust.  Consider giving appreciated stocks or Mutual Funds by transferring them to 

HRVRC. 

If your plans already include a bequest that will one day help leave a legacy of protected farm and forest, please let 

us know.  If you have questions concerning this, please donõt hesitate to contact us and we will be glad to meet with 

you and answer any questions you might have.  Judie Hanel  

How to Name Hood River Valley Residents Committee in your will or Estate Plan  

Legal designation:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For gifts that will take effect after your lifetime, Hood River Valley Residents Committee should be named as: 

Hood River Valley Residents Committee, a nonprofit corporation, organized and existing under the laws of the State of 

Oregon, and with principal business address of P.O. Box 1544, Hood River, Oregon 97031. 

Our tax identification number is 93-0805882 

For More Information 

Phone: 541-490-3618 

e-mail: jonathangraca@hrvrc.org 

DEFINE YOUR DREAMS THROUGH YOUR ESTATE PLAN 

Helping to save farm and forest!  

Weõre on the web 

www.hrvrc.org 
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