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Measure 49 & Hood River Valley
By Scott Franke

The majority of Hood River Valley voters breathed a collective sigh of relief with the passage of 
Measure 49 (M49) in the November election.  HRVRC volunteers deserve our thanks for calling voters 
and pounding the pavement, as does everyone who spoke with family, friends and neighbors.  These 

efforts helped pass M49 with a 65.2% County and 62.2% statewide majority and successfully modified 
Measure 37.  The celebration of that victory is well deserved, but the work continues.  We now must 

focus the same energy and concern we brought to this land use issue on the long-term future of our county and our state. 

(continued on page 6)

Land Use Task Force - a closer look
By Jeff Hunter

The Big Look Legislative Task Force (appointed by the 2005 Legislature in 

Senate Bill 82) calls for what is essentially a new land use system for Oregon 

in its report to the upcoming 2009 Legislature.  After well over 60 hearings 
around the state, the Task Force published a 38-page report in April with its 

findings and draft recommendations.  The ten-member panel is currently 

meeting with 41 selected ÔstakeholderÕ groups 

 (continued on page 4)

ÒOregon TreasuresÓ good for Hood
By Jonathan Graca

On June 18th, four members of the Oregon delegation bumped wilderness 

protection forward through announcing two new pieces of legislation as apart 

of the ÒOregon TreasuresÓ package.  The proposed legislation would add 

132,000 acres of Wilderness to the Mount Hood National Forest.  

HRVRC has played a key role in one aspect of this proposed legislation, namely promoting the protection of 

770 acres of private land on Cooper Spur owned by Mount Hood Meadows in exchange for 120 acres of For-

est Service land adjacent to Government Camp.  Those who care deeply for Mount Hood understand that 

protecting her remaining wild treasures is critical.  ÒOregon TreasuresÓ will do this, including 132,000 acres 

of Wilderness, nearly 80 miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers, and 34,550 acres of National Recreation Areas 

(NRA).   

HOOD RIVER VALLEY RESIDENTS COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER: SUMMER 2008 #59                   

PROMOTING  A  LIVABLE  COMMUNITY

HRVRC Annual 
Meeting

All members invited 

Join us for food and drink at Co-
lumbia Center for the Arts!

When:Wednesday, July 30 at 
6:15 p.m.

Where: 215 Cascade Ave.  

Brief presentations from Presi-
dent Mike McCarthy and Execu-
tive Director Jonathan Graca 
along with a treasurerÕs report 
and elections.  Stick around for 
Agriculture themed films at the 
Wild and Scenic Film Festival at 
7:45 p.m.



Grants & HRVRCÕs ÔNew DirectionÕ Update
By Jonathan Graca

HRVRC received a grant in 2007 from Columbia Gorge Environmental Foundation, the first in its thirty 
years of local land-use activism. This spring, HRVRC received two more grants.  The first was a capacity-
building grant from Meyer Memorial Trust for $13,250 that will go towards educational opportunities, re-
building ẁww.hrvrc.org and updating technology.  The second, from Oregon Community Foundation's 
(OCF) Grey Family Fund and Hope Fund, is for $6,600 and will go towards a collaborative community-
based field trip with Hood River high school students this fall, updating technology and a farm tour.

The income generated from the grants is helping maintain an Executive Director almost full-time, as well as 
continuing the Ônew directionÕ the Board of Directors set in motion in 2006.   With its more public successes, 
e.g. the land trade,  the idea was to focus on education and outreach, as well as encourage participation and 
support from some of Hood RiverÕs younger, newer residents.  Isa Taylor, HRVRCÕs newest board member, 
is looking forward to aiding in development and implementation of the program.  ÒLand use can seem like a 
boring and esoteric study.   But I hope that we give these students the tools to understand, either now or after 
theyÕve left Hood River and returned, that land use regulation is one significant reason that their home is so 
cool.Ó   

Valley Farm Seeks ÒConservation BuyerÓ
By Peter Cornelison

Rasmussen Farm, beloved by many, is for sale. The Rasmussen family has decided to sell 
their nationally recognized destination farm as retirement beckons. Dollie and Lynn de-
serve some well earned relaxation time but according to Dollie Òwe really hope we can 
find someone who can carry on the farmÕs traditionÓ.

The farm has approximately 20 acres of silt loan soil with full irrigation rights from East 
Fork Irrigation District. There is a 1920Õs farmhouse, numerous outbuildings and a pend-
ing Measure 49 claim for two additional home sites. It has a wonderful direct sales tradi-
tion and over 5,000 people visited on a busy weekend last fall to find the perfect pumpkin, 
to purchase fruit or other products.

The farm has been in the Rasmussen Family since 1945 and they desire to sell the property 
and business as one unit. The asking price for the entire operation and property is $1,200,000. If the farm is 
sold, as a last resort, without the two Measure 49 home-sites the price is $950,000.

HRVRC, along with other conservation minded organizations, can help the RasmussenÕs by finding a Òcon-
servation buyerÓ. Conservation Buyer Programs have been used for many years by conservation organiza-
tions across the country as a way to protect properties in private ownership.  By informing conservation-
minded buyers ("conservation buyers") about available properties with scenic, historic, agricultural, or eco-
logical values, organizations like HRVRC can help conservation buyers acquire such properties and, at the 
same time, help ensure their long-term protection.

If you know of an energetic conservation minded person who might be interested in this excellent opportu-
nity please visit this website www.Rasmussenfarms.com/farmsale.htm for more information and have them 
contact David Rasmussen directly at 503-780-1571 or send email to: dave_ras@msn.com.
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Wild & Scenic Film Festival in H.R.
By Jonathan Graca 

Hood River Valley Residents Committee (HRVRC) and Crag Law 
Center are co-hosting Patagonia's Wild & Scenic Environmental 
Film Festival at the Columbia Center for the Arts. 

The Crag Law Center, based in Portland, works to build the effec-
tiveness of dedicated individuals and organizations striving to cre-
ate positive change in communities throughout the Pacific North-
west.  We have worked together on Measures 37 and 49, as well as 
the Mount Hood wilderness bill to ensure that Hood River re-

mains a vibrant and livable commu-
nity by protecting our farms and or-
chards, forests and precious water.

HRVRC and Crag are co-hosting the 
festival in Hood River to continue its 
central goal:  to inspire more indi-
viduals to take environmental action.   

Stop in for snacks and a brew from 
Double Mountain and learn more about HRVRC and Crag Law Center be-

fore films start at 7:45.    For more information go to www.hrvrc.org. 

Hood River Ride-around Our Valley bike event a success!
By Peter Cornelison

Approximately 35 valiant bike riders set off from Hood River on the morning of May 10th traveling 
clockwise through the valley on a 44-mile route.  They traveled mostly on Hood River's bike-
perfect, low-traffic, well-paved scenic back roads stopping at towns along the way to get recon-
nected:  for coffee in Odell, lunch in Parkdale and a welcome finish at Double Mountain Brewery.  

According to ride organizer, Peter Cornelison, Ò 
Overall, the event was a great success and I hope 
that this ride becomes an annual celebration of 
community pride and recognition of the wonderful 
Hood River Valley that we are privileged to live in.  
Someday, perhaps each community can welcome 
the riders as they enter each town around the val-
ley.Ó
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Esther K. Smith, Hood River News

Wild & Scenic Environmental 
Film Festival

At Columbia Center for Arts
215 Cascade Ave., Hood River

July 30: Ag themed Films
7:00 - Reception (beer, wine, food)
7:45 - Film
August 2: Adventure themed films
7:00 - Reception (beer, wine, food)
7:45 - Film

**both nights include raffles**
Tickets
Tickets can be purchased at Waucoma Books for 
$12. Alternatively, until July 25th, become a mem-
ber of both HRVRC and Crag Law Center and re-
ceive a free ticket.  Suggested minimum donation is 
$35. Benefits include: supporting both organiza-
tion's, newsletters and occasional email correspon-
dence. 

more info at www.hrvrc.org
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Big Look continued from page 1

such as the Oregon Farm Bureau, 1000 Friends of Oregon and each recognized native tribe in Oregon to fur-

ther develop this report. 

 A closer look at the May 30, 2008, Task Force recommendations was done by 1000 Friends of Oregon and 

finds cause for concern.  1000 Friends points out that the Task ForceÕs report gives farmland protection a 

secondary relationship to their overarching goals of Ôsustaining a prosperous economyÕ and Ôensuring a desir-

able quality of life.Õ  This appears to be a demotion in importance of preserving farmland.

More 

worrisome yet is the Task ForceÕs push to allow much more local control for all but the best farm and for-

estlands.  Forty years ago Yamhill County proposed that its so-called ÒworthlessÓ hill country be zoned for 5-

acre ranchettes.  Had they succeeded, Oregon today would likely not have a wine industry.  ÒLocal controlÓ 

and ÒflexibilityÓ have often been buzz words for bad land use decisions in the past.  1000 Friends says the 

Task ForceÕs calls for a reduced regulatory role for LCDC, together with their proposal that county land use 

decisions be made more difficult to challenge, can only lead to more decisions that are not in the public in-

terest.  It sounds a bit like the Ôgood old boyÕ system that existed before OregonÕs 1970s grand experiment in 

guarding the public good.  The process must be kept open to public input and challenges through the appeals 

process.

The Task Force is also making a host of very positive recommendations.  It calls for new creativity in achiev-

ing fairness by compensation to private property owners for limitations 

placed on their lands to preserve these ÔCore State ValuesÕ.   Suggestions 

include sale and purchase of development rights and a State of Oregon 

Land Trust funded by tax dollars.  Even compensation back to the State 

when a government action adds value to private property is encompassed 

in this search for ÔfairnessÕ.

No system has ever been perfect or completely fair.  The key questions of personal rights vs. duty to protect 

the greater public good that our founding fathers grappled with will always be at the heart of land use battles.  

Oregon, once again, is tackling the challenge head-on to find that balance, and this time make it more flexi-

ble to better deal with the changes yet to come.  With gas now at $4.25 a gallon and rising in Hood River, 

many realize that a new world is rapidly approaching.   Valley residents will have their opportunity to speak 

up for real protections for farm and forestlands and the creation of more sustainable (and pedestrian and bike 

friendly) towns in this valley.

Get Involved!  HRVRC encourages you to fill out the Big LookÕs survey   
at www.oregonbiglook.org/survey 
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The (4) goals of the Task Force
1.  Providing a healthy environment   
2.  Sustaining a prosperous economy.  
3.  Ensuring a desirable quality of life.
4.  Maintaining a system that is fair and 
equitable.   

http://www.oregonbiglook.org/survey
http://www.oregonbiglook.org/survey


Quiet Progress
by Jonathan Graca

You may have noticed that since November 6, 2007, the HRVRC 
has been a little quieter than in previous months.  After nearly four 
years of work on Measure 37, which included organizing members 
to advocate for a fix in the legislature, hosting four public forums 
around the topic, challenging the stateÕs implementation offthe law 
and organizing over 50 canvassers for Hood River and Wasco coun-
ties to pass Measure 49  --  the activity centered on these endeavors 
stopped.   Measure 49 passed by 62% of the vote statewide and in 
all thirteen Hood River County precincts!  For an organization fo-

cused on land use issues, it felt a bit like what people must have experienced when the Berlin Wall 
fell in 1989:  There was a big sense of celebration, followed by the knowledge that much of what 
had focused and defined us for the last four years had disappeared overnight. 

Once the dust settled, Board Members of HRVRC refocused attention on the proactive, educational 
Ònew directionsÓ we initiated when I was first hired two years ago.  

Currently, HRVRC is:
¥ Ensuring passage of a Wilderness bill that includes adequate language for land trade
¥ Developing a program to educate students on land use issues in their own back yard
¥! Improving our monitoring program through increased tracking and citizen involvement
¥! Closely tracking the Big Look Task Force and pending legislative action

While our recent successes in attaining grant funding are covering some of our expenses, YOU re-
main critical to our success.  We continue to need your support  Ð  both financially and as an activ-
ist.  You all have been hugely generous over the years.  Thank you for your continued support and 
please consider renewing your membership using the form below.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name of Member(s) ____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________ 
Email * (1) _____________________________ Email (2) _____________________________

Membership Dues:         $25___     $50___   $100___  $250____  $500____  Other____           
**Membership dues - please give what you can.

 IÕm interested in volunteering
 I would like a free ticket with my membership to see Wild & Scenic 

*Your contact information will not be traded or sold to other organizations.  Adding your email to our list means 
you will receive periodic emails about important events, dates and opportunities that you could be involved in.
**HRVRC is a 501c3 non-profit.  All donations are tax-deductible under Federal Income Tax regulations.  No 
goods or services were received by the donor in return for this contribution.

Please consider renewing your 
membership.  Our fiscal year 
and your membership run 
from July 1st to June 30th. 

To renew your membership, 
please fill out the form below, 
tear it off, and send with 
enclosed envelope.  
Alternatively, you can renew 
online at www.hrvrc.org.
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Please send to:

PO Box 1544
Hood River, OR

97031
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M49 from page 1
M49 allows a level of development on agricultural resource lands that may still create troublesome conflicts 
between the farm and urban interface as homes are built in places where such development has been limited 
since the 1970s.   The HRVRC presented our maps of M37 claims in the valley to the Legislature during the 
last session.   The maps accurately conveyed that we could be Òground zeroÓ for the potential devastation 
such development could wreak on our agricultural economy if all of the applicants built out their lands to the 
full extent of their waivers.  

The CountyÕs tabulations indicated that 219 claims had been validated by late 2006, a large number of which 
involved multiple parcels. On high value resource lands and water restricted areas that predominate in the 
Hood River Valley and western side of the state generally, M49 now allows an individual applicant to de-
velop as many as three new residences, so it is not a big stretch to anticipate that over 500 new homes could 
yet plague our resource lands in the Hood River Valley even under M49 rules.

The article on the ÒBig LookÓ in this newsletter hints at potential changes that would liberalize land use laws 
still applicable to many who were ineligible for M37 or M49 relief.  The mixed blessing of potential changes 
in the law granting greater local control and flexibility has already been demonstrated here in Hood River 
County.  Despite extensive briefing by our legal consultants at CRAG and testimony by HRVRC members 
suggesting that they follow legal precedent and the will of the people, the Board of County Commissioners 
voted to create new rules establishing the most minimal requirements for proven expenditures by those who 
wanted to apply for a ÒvestingÓ determination to avoid the imposition of M49 revisions and proceed to com-
plete development under prior M37 rules.  The Commission then voted to advise the planning department 
staff that they should determine that these applicants were vested even if they made some or all of their in-
vestment in the month after the election results were known.  

This was done in disregard of the 
landslide election results and tes-
timony from County Planning Di-
rector, Mike Benedict, stating that 
using the election date as a cut-off was the most legally defensible position.  There was a precedent against 
moving forward to develop in Òbad faithÓ in light of pending law changes.  However, Mr. Benedict recom-
mended extending that cut-off date another month anyway because of the low number of people affected.   

We were fortunate here in Hood River County that only several dozen M37 claimants were eligible for the 
application of this excessively liberal vesting standard.  However, this tendency to allow development to the 
greatest extent that the rules can be stretched and winked at, rather than adhering to the guiding principles of 
good planning and protection of the public welfare, is the main reason the HRVRC has devoted countless 
hours and resources to the role of watchdog for the past 31 years.  We need to let our elected officials know 
that they should not facilitate our becoming a bedroom community of Portland and that we want strong and 
well-enforced rules to keep our remaining resource lands productive.  

Please stay involved and follow the Big Look Task Force developments in the coming months, take the poll 
at www.oregonbiglook.org/survey and try to influence the recommendations to keep reasonable checks and 
balances in the system.  We need to remain vigilant and keep the conversation alive with everyone in our 
lives, and particularly with newcomers, who may not fully appreciate what it is that we have managed to pro-
tect and are in real danger of losing.  To lose what we have here for the short term profits of a few would be a 
real tragedy.  Stay alert.  Stay involved.
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Ò it is not a big stretch to anticipate that over 500 new homes 
could yet plague our resource lands in the Hood River Valley 
even under M49 rules.Ó
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Board of Directors            

President - Mike McCarthy

Vice President - Judie Hanel

Secretary - Margo Earley

Treasurer - Larry Martin

Ron Cohen

Scott Franke

Jeff Hunter

Ken Maddox

Kate McCarthy

Peter Cornelison

Isa Taylor

Staff

Jonathan Graca

Executive Director

Monitoring !

Monitoring Chair - Peter Frothingham

Emeritus Board
Nancy Moller
Kate Mills

_________________________

Hood River Valley Residents 
Committee

PO Box 1544

Hood River, Oregon 97031

www.hrvrc.org

Comings and Goings
As our fiscal year comes to an end on June 30th, so do the tenures of a 
few very dedicated individuals. 

 COMINGS

Isa Taylor is (pending elections) HRVRCÕs newest board mem-

ber.  Isa is a land use and environmental attorney in Mt. Hood, 

representing land owners and conservation groups in Oregon and 

Washington.  Isa is a member of the Oregon Farm Bureau and is 

particularly interested in promoting local, sustainable agriculture 

through land use planning.

GOINGS

Peter Frothingham Having served HRVRC for over a decade - 

as President, Board Member and overseeing monitoring land use 

decisions, Peter has decided to retire his service from HRVRC in 

the coming months.  Peter has been a cornerstone to HRVRC and 

his persistent skill, patience and attention to detail will be missed. 

Ken Maddox Steps down after 10 years as a Board Member of 

HRVRC.  Ken has been a stalwart activist and his methodical 

mindset has been a logic sounding board for the organization.  

Nancy Moller  As one of the founding individuals of HRVRC, 

Nancy served the Residents Committee for thirty years before 

becoming an Emeritus Board Member in the summer of 2007.  

Thanks for all your work Nancy!

Heather Blaine  After a brief return to the HRVRC Board of Di-

rectors, Heather resigned so she could keep up with her family 

and the family farming business.
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!

CALENDAR

July 30th, 2008    Annual Meeting    Come join HRVRC members 
and guests for our annual meeting.  Columbia Center for the Arts, 
6:00 p.m. 202 Oak Street. 

July 30th, 2008    Wild & Scenic Film Festival  Stop in for a Double 
Mountain brew beginning at 7 p.m.  AGRICULTURE themed films 
begin at 7:45 p.m.  Raffle at intermission.  Tickets are $12 (at Wau-
coma Books) or free with $35 membership (learn more at 
www.hrvrc.org).  

August 2nd, 2008    Wild & Scenic Film Festival  Stop in for a 
Double Mountain brew beginning at 7 p.m.  ADVENTURE themed 
films begin at 7:45 p.m.  Raffle at intermission.  Tickets are $12 (at 
Waucoma Books) or free with $35 membership (learn more at 
www.hrvrc.org).

 

CONTACT US

Staff
Jonathan Graca, Executive Director

jonathangraca@hrvrc.org
541-490-3618

HRVRC Board

info@hrvrc.org

HRVRC Office
202 Oak Street

Hood River - above G.Willikers Toy Shoppe

Mail
PO Box 1544 

Hood River, OR 97031
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www.hrvrc.org
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