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Measure 49--Use It or Lose It
By Isa Taylor, Land Use Attorney - Parkdale

Let ’s not kid ourselves.  Measure 49 is not perfect.  But we need to pass it.  If we 
don’t, the opportunity to modify Measure 37 will be lost.  If you, or anyone you 

know who will likely vote for Measure 49 is not registered to vote, drop this newsletter right now and 
register.  You have until election day (November 6th) to register if you are an Oregon resident or October 
16 if you are a new resident.  

In non-technical terms, Measure 49 is a compromise that says: 
whoa, we voters did not mean to erase all land use laws on some 
properties, we just wanted to loosen the rules a little to allow 
some more homes.  Like all public compromises, Measure 49 
does not fully satisfy anyone.  But that should not stop you from 
voting for it.  Measure 49 is likely our only chance to fix Meas-
ure 37.  The legislature has twice shown it cannot handle this 
issue, and court relief is not probable.  We must vote in support 
of Measure 49!  (continued on page 4)

Beyond One Vote...
By Jonathan Graca

If you are a recipient of this newsletter, it is likely you plan to 
vote for Measure 49.  As a HRVRC member or someone inter-
ested in our mission of protecting farms, forests and livability 
within Hood River County, you have probably at least heard of 
Measure 49. 

If not, here’s a short synopsis:  Oregon’s future is on the line in 
this Fall’s election.  Measure 49 – the legislature’s modification 
to Measure 37 which passed in 2004 - will be on the ballot this 
November 6th.  The fate of Oregon’s nationally recognized land-use laws and our cherished qual-
ity of life will be decided in this election.  Please vote! The state you have come to love will head 
in one of two directions after the election.  Life under Measure 37 would mean that  7,500 claims 
and over 750,000 acres of Oregon could turn into subdivisions, strip malls and irresponsible de-
velopment – including 13% of Hood River County’s private land (equal to 17 square miles) and 
1/4 of our farmland.  The other option is life under Measure 49.  (continued on page 5 )
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Wreaths & Pears
Support HRVRC this 

Holiday Season

This year, in cooperation with 
Trout Creek Orchard, LLC, a 
percentage of the sales of 
wreaths and pear gift boxes 
will go to HRVRC.  This will 
help accomplish the  long-term 
efforts  of the HRVRC’s mis-
sion of protecting farms and 
forests and creating livable 
communities in Hood River 
County.  Customers can order 
from our website at 
www.TroutCreekOrchard.com 
or by phone at 1-888-988-pear 
(7327).

http://www.TroutCreekOrchard/
http://www.TroutCreekOrchard/
http://www.TroutCreekOrchard/
http://www.TroutCreekOrchard/
http://www.TroutCreekOrchard/


HRVRC Celebrates 30 Years with Clem and Smith
By Judie Hanel

The Hood River Valley Resident’s Committee celebrated its 30th Anniversary on Sept. 23rd with an event 
held at Columbia Center for the Arts.  It was well attended and began with a social hour that included a 
beautiful display of food and regional wines and beers.  

Jeff Hunter introduced the Board of Directors and thanked those members, including Kate McCarthy, 
Mike McCarthy, Kate and Jack Mills, Rick and Sydney Blaine, Nancy Moller, Earl Fowler, Lew Merz 
Jr., Eugene and Meg Euwer, Paul Randall, Jim Hammermeister, Kent Rosemont and Ron Cohen, who 
have been the foundation of the HRVRC since its formation.  Peter Frothingham, currently serving as 
HRVRC monitoring chair was not mentioned, nor was Jeff Hunter himself. Thank you Jeff and Peter.

Jeff reviewed the history of HRVRC and its successes.  He summarized the initial fight in 1977 over a 
rezoning plan that would have allowed properties to divide down to a 1 acre minimum lot size.   In 1982 
the HRC Planning Commission voted to deny Mt. Hood Meadows’ request for a 450 unit destination 
resort next to farm land.  Most recently, HRVRC initiated the Cooper Spur Wild and Free Coalition with 
15 other non -profit groups to protect the Crystal Springs watershed and the north side of Mt. Hood.

Tim Smith from Portland  spoke on “Civic Ecology: A Community Systems Approach to Sustainability”.  
He said communities and institutions are beginning to realize that attaining sustainability requires care-
ful attention to planning, constructing, and managing a comprehensive framework of community sys-
tems.  These systems constitute a complex human ecosystem or “Civic Ecology.”  Nurturing this web of 
relationships gives communities the ability to plan and manage their future.   

There are five essential questions a community must ask:  
1. Where are we now?
2. Where do we want to be in 10, 20, 50 years and beyond?
3. How do we get to where we want to be?
4. How do we know if we are getting there?
5. Who wants to help answer these questions?

The community tasks involved in this process include convening, investigating, visioning, implementing 
and ultimately, charting progress.

Brian Clem, an Oregon State Representative, who is a member of the Joint Committee for Land Use 
Fairness and helped craft Measure 49 that goes to the voters in November, spoke about the measure.  He 
summarized Measure 49, which the legislature drafted to modify Measure 37.    Under Measure 49, 
claimants may build up to three homes if allowed when they acquired their properties, and 4–10 homes 
if they can document reductions in property values that justify additional homes.  They may not build 
more than 3 homes on high value farmlands, forest-lands and groundwater-restricted lands.  Measure 49 
does not allow claims for strip malls, mines, other commercial or industrial uses.  
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Support Smart Growth in Your Community
By Jonathan Graca

Thirty years is a long time for a non-profit to be around.  As the second 
oldest local land use organization in the state (Oregon Shores is the first), 
we understand our mission is a timeless one: Protect the farms and forests 
of Hood River County while promoting a livable community.

Since HRVRC was founded, Oregon’s population has spiked from 2.2 
million in the late 1970s to 3.7 million in 2006.  By 2030, it is expected to 

reach 4.8 million.  As population grows, the need for encouraging Oregon’s progressive land use system 
and Smart Growth becomes ever more important.  

Thru working at a grassroots level in our community, HRVRC is able to provide a long-standing, valu-
able resource:  a staunch and resolute advocacy of conserving the land we know and love.  

Continuing this costs money, as do our public educational forums, staff time, legal fees, monitoring de-
velopment and supporting Measure 49.  As a 501 c3 non-profit, HRVRC relies on the generosity of the 
public to help fund the valuable work we do. 

Please  contribute.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name of Member(s) ____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________ 
Email * (1) _____________________________ Email (2) _____________________________


 


Please send with enclosed check to:

HRVRC
PO Box 1544

Hood River, Oregon 97031 

MEMBERSHIP DUES:         $25___     $50___   $100___  $250____  $500____  OTHER____
**Membership dues - please give what you can.

 I’m interested in volunteering 
*Your contact information will not be traded or sold to other organizations.  Adding your email to our list means you will receive periodic 
emails about important events, dates and opportunities that you could be involved in.
**HRVRC is a 501c3 non-profit.  All donations are tax-deductible under Federal Income Tax regulations.  No goods or services were re-
ceived by the donor in return for this contribution.

Please consider 
renewing your membership.  
Our fiscal year and your 
membership run from July 
1st to June 30th. 

 To renew your 
membership, please fill out 
the form below, tear it off, 
and send with enclosed 
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Use it or Lose it continued from Page 1

If you are confused by the Measure 49 hyperbole, the following may help you separate the rhetoric from 
the law: 

False:  Measure 49 is a direct attempt to repeal Measure 37.

Like Measure 37, Measure 49 recognizes that land use laws have reduced land values by restricting de-
velopment of some lands.  However, Measure 49 significantly reduces the scope of relief to allow de-
velopment of only 1- 3 homes under the “fast track” and 3-10 homes  under the “conditional path” (if 
that was allowed when the owner acquired the property).    Measure 49 also provides some new rights, 
like transfer of development rights.   Unlike Measure 37, Measure 49 does not allow commercial devel-
opment like billboards and shopping centers.  

False:  Measure 49 wipes out all Measure 37 rights.

It is true that the only Measure 37 “rights” (development rights granted by Measure 37 “waivers”) that 
will survive Measure 49 are those which have “vested,” or have already been constructed.  But claimants 
who received waivers to build homes may still be able to build 3-10 homes under Measure 49.  Those 
claimants must follow a valuation process under Measure 49 – something Measure 37 lacked - and thus 
will lose some of the expenses they incurred under 37.  However, many will still make a handsome 
profit.   

Here in Hood River County it is likely that a large majority of the 232 claimants will only be allowed to 
utilize the “fast track” as the land is considered High Value Farmland. At our 30th Anniversary Meeting, 
State Representative Brian Clem pointed out that a Pine Grove landowner who sought a ten-lot subdivi-
sion under Measure 37 would still profit significantly from selling the three home sites she obtains under 
Measure 49 at $250,000 per lot.  Measure 49 does wipe out non-residential Measure 37 claims, on the 
premise that voters did not intend such claims in the first place.

False: Measure 49 was drafted without public input.

Prior to drafting Measure 49, the legislature held a number of contentious public hearings on Measure 
37 at which over 100 hours of testimony were heard.  While it is true that the version that will be on the 
ballot never received its own public hearing, the public had considerable input and has the ultimate 
chance to comment on Measure 49 by voting. 

Vote Yes on Measure 49. 

Isa Anne Taylor is a solo lawyer specializing in land use law in Parkdale.  For the past two years, she 
worked for a large firm representing Measure 37 claimants.  She can be reached at 
isa@isaannetaylor.com.
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Board of Directors            
President - Mike McCarthy

Vice President - Judie Hanel

Secretary - Margo Earley

Treasurer - Larry Martin

Ron Cohen

Scott Franke

Jeff Hunter

Ken Maddox

Kate McCarthy

Peter Cornelison

Heather Blaine

Staff
Jonathan Graca

Executive Director
Newsletter Editor

Monitoring 

Monitoring Chair - Peter Frothingham

Emeritus Board
Nancy Moller

PO Box 1544
Hood River, Oregon 97031

(541) 490-3618
www.hrvrc.org

Beyond One Vote continued from page 1
This compromise option would 
compensate the little guy, the one who 
Measure 37 advertised to help, by 
allowing them to build up to 3 homes 
under an “express lane” and potentially up 
to 10 homes per claim.  It would also 
preserve the integrity of our farms and 
communities.

The Yes on 49 Campaign is in full 
swing throughout the state and espe-
cially here in the Hood River Valley.  
Your vote is important!  We hope you 
vote and mail in your ballot as soon as 
you receive it.    

Campaign needs:  We currently have 
nearly 50 volunteers.  In order to suc-
ceed in this community, we need 50 
more.  Our main need is for people to 
canvass or work phone banks within 
their communities.  If you haven’t got-
ten out yet, please consider putting in a 
shift or two, maybe even organizing a 
group of friends and making an evening 
out of it.  This is grass roots community 
organizing and this is how we can en-
sure that Measure 49 passes, the best 
option for Oregon’s future..  

To volunteer, please contact Jonathan at 
(541) 490-3618 or check out 
www.hrvrc.org/m49/m49.html for an 
updated list of activities.

As executive director for HRVRC, Jonathan has 
take on a half-time position with the Yeson49 cam-
paign and is working as a community organizer in 
Hood River and Wasco counties.
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For My Friends

Remarks by Kim Stafford & 
“Earth Share Oregon”
 
When a river is a border on a 
map, and not a place to swim;
when a mountain is a postcard 
you could get;
when an otter is like music in 
a special on TV,
and not a whiskered stranger 
you have met;
when smoke from campfires is 
something known from books
and not a pungent remnant in 
your clothes;
when forests are but fables, 
and caves in fairy tales,
and deserts empty places no 
one knows;
when children learn from 
Mickey of the mouse,
and think they know the world 
but never leave the house;
when from busy cities the wil-
derness feels distant as a 
star—
then we have lost our treasure, 
and missed the means to 
measure
      who we are.
 
Friends, our work is clear—
to hear the sound where water 
moves;
to measure mountains with our 
feet;
to seek the mouse in meadows 
when the dew is on;
to know each huckleberry with 
the tongue—
leave our blunders, seek new 
wonders,
entrust the tender world to the 
young.

http://www.hrvrc.org
http://www.hrvrc.org
http://www.hrvrc.org/m49/m49.html
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Calendar
October 6th    Hops Fest    Come join HRVRC, have a brew and 
learn more about local conservation groups in the HR Valley. 12-9 at  
Columbia and 5th Street. 

October 7th    HRVRC Bike Ride    CANCELLED

October 11th    HRVRC Canvass    Join HRVRC members and 
friends for a night out knocking on doors in Hood River.  5 – 7:30.  
Meet at Columbia River Keepers 724 Oak

October 23rd    M49 Debate    Listen and participate in a lively 
debate on Measure 49 between Representative Brian Clem & 
HRVRC president Mike McCarthy vs. Oregonian’s in Action’s Dave 
Hunnicut & John Benton.    6-8 pm at the Hood River Middle 
School, 1602 May Street.

November 6th    M49 Election    Please send your ballots in immedi-
ately after receiving them in the mail.

Ongoing  Measure 49 phone banking and canvassing.  Go to 
www.hrvrc.org to learn more.  

CONTACT US
Staff
Jonathan Graca, Executive Director
jonathangraca@hrvrc.org
541-490-3618

HRVRC Board
info@hrvrc.org

HRVRC Office
202 Oak Street
Hood River - above G.Willikers Toy Shoppe

Mail
PO Box 1544 
Hood River, OR 97031
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Promoting a Livable Community
 Hood River Valley Residents Committee
 PO Box 1544
 Hood River, OR 97031
 
 Phone:  (541) 490-3618
 Email: info@hrvrc.org

We’re on the Web!
WWW.HRVRC.ORG
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